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Synopsis

An emotional, thought-provoking book from multi-award-winning author Bette Greene.The summer
that Patty Bergen turns twelve is a summer that will haunt her forever. When her small hometown in
Arkansas becomes the site of a camp housing German prisoners during World War I, Patty learns
what it means to open her heart. Even though she’s Jewish, she begins to see a prison escapee,
Anton, not as a Nazi, but as a lonely, frightened young man with feelings not unlike her own.In
Anton, Patty finds someone who softens the pain of her own father’s rejection and who appreciates
her in a way her mother never will. While patriotic feelings run high, Patty risks losing family, friends
a” even her freedom & ” for this dangerous friendship. It is a risk she has to take and one she will
have to pay a price to keep."An exceptionally fine novel."A 4 "The New York Times "Courageous
and compelling!" A & "Publishers Weekly A National Book Award Finalist An ALA Notable Book

AA New York TimesA Outstanding Book of the YearA
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Customer Reviews

The most exiting event in the history of Jenkinsville occurred that summer day when a Prisoner of

War camp was set up just outside the city. The Nazi’s that had been depicted as evil people that



would kill someone as soon as they looked at them turned out to be young, kind-faced men with
blond hair. Patty Bergen was Jewish and her father owned a department sore on the main street of
the town. One day she was in the store when the prisoners with money in hand came to buy hats for
work in the field. Patty went to help one of the prisoners whose name was Frederick Anton Reiker
and discovered that instead of wanting to buy a hat with his money he wanted to buy a pen with
fake diamonds on it. Not long after their first meeting, Anton escaped from the prison camp and fled
but before he caught the back of a departing train, Patty saw him and invited him to stay in the room
over the garage until the war was over. But, one day Anton saw Patty being beaten and he ran out
to stop the attack, but Ruth, the housekeeper saw him rush out from the garage. Even though Ruth
would not tell a soul about it Anton decided it was too much of a risk on Patty’s part and he left that
same night. After Anton had been gone for months a man named Mr. Pierce asked Patty a fair
amount of questions and after hearing that Anton had died she let everything out. After that she had
to go and live with her grandmother for a while until the time of the trial. The judge sentenced her to
no less than four months in a reformatory for girls and there she stayed for the time. | enjoyed this
book because of how the story of how it was depicted. | thought this novel was quite engaging
because of how Patty changed over time. At the beginning of the story Patty is reckless and had low

self-esteem.
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